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Green Living Certification 
Penn Green Campus Partnership 
NECSC Presentation, April 10 2015 
We are the 
Penn’s umbrella 
organization for 
environmental 
sustainability 
NECSC Presentation, April 10 2015 Green Living Certification: Overview 
NECSC Presentation, April 10 2015 Green Living Certification: Overview 
What is Green Living? 
Certifies and rewards residents living in 
on-campus residential buildings for making 
day-to-day choices that reduce their 
environmental footprint 
Program Goals 
Educate applicants on the impact of their actions 
 
Influence applicants to change certain behaviors 
to lessen their environmental footprint 
 
Reward residents for making environmentally 
friendly living choices 
 
Reduce the University’s environmental footprint 
and contribute towards the Climate Action Plan goals 
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Becoming Certified 
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Qualtrics Survey 
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Qualtrics Survey 
B)Optional Actions 
 
1. Waste Minimization & 
Recycling 
2. Energy & Water 
3. Transportation 
4. Purchasing 
5. Involvement at Penn 
A)Required Actions 
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Waste Minimization & Recycling 
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Energy & Water 
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Transportation 
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Purchasing 
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Involvement at Penn 
NECSC Presentation, April 10 2015 Green Living Certification: Steps to Certification  
Other Actions & Information 
“I write on both 
sides of the paper 
when taking notes” 
“I try to work in 
public areas with 
natural light” 
“I compost in 
my dorm” 
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Completion 
XXX 
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After Becoming Certified 
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External Partners 
  
NECSC Presentation, April 10 2015 Green Living Certification: Partners 
Internal University Partners 
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2013-2014 Results 2014-2015 Results 
156 residents certified 254 residents certified 
69 Gold 97 Gold 
62 Silver 94 Silver 
25 Bronze 63 Bronze 
Results 
# of Residents Certified 
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Results 
Completion Rates of Each 
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Actions 
Waste & Recycling Energy & Water Transportation Purchasing Involvement 
at Penn 
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Results 
2013-2014 Results 2014-2015 Results 
Majority heard from Eco-Reps 
Certification prizes were a big motivator 
78.5% agreed that applying… 83% agreed that applying… 
… taught them ways to reduce their environmental impact 
54% agreed that applying… 58% agreed that applying… 
… caused them to change their behavior and habits 
Ex: Turning off power strips, unplugging 
appliances, using less water, recycling more, 
changing light bulbs to CFLs, using reusable 
shopping bags  
Ex: Turning A/C down, taking shorter 
showers, unplugging electronics, using fewer 
paper towels, turning off lights 
Logistical 
Changes 
• New prize 
distribution system 
• Upgraded survey 
(Qualtrics) 
Providing Greater 
Incentives 
• Added years to 
stickers 
• Created new 
partnerships 
• Readjusted point 
values 
Evaluation & Improvements 
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Lessons Learned 
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Participation 
driven by Eco-
Reps’ in-dorm 
promotion 
Partnering with 
local businesses 
mutually 
beneficial 
Efficient delivery 
system is critical 
Continue to 
evaluate and 
improve 
program 
Next Steps for Program 
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Continue working with Eco-Reps 
Further integration into College House 
system 
Hall Certifications 
Additional partnerships with local 
businesses 
Questions? 
Learn more at bit.ly/GreenLivingAtPenn  
